Guidance for 

Wildlife Management
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The Development Plan should:

· Update and provide summary seral tables for caribou that show development is consistent with the Higher Level Plan (HLP) tables. http://www.for.gov.bc.ca/ftp/DAB/external/!publish/District_Guidance_2004/
· Update and provide summary seral tables for ungulate winter range units that show development is consistent with the KBLUP-IS direction. 

· Summarise the strategies to address caribou and ungulate winter range seral targets.

· Summarise measures to protect species at risk.  The priority species lists can be found at  http://srmwww.gov.bc.ca/cdc/tracking.htm
· Further to the above, all development should consider the “Identified Wildlife Management Strategy”, Volume 1, February 1999. Additional information is available at http://wlapwww.gov.bc.ca/wld/identified/
Ungulate Winter Range

Management will be consistent with the provisions of the Kootenay-Boundary Land Use Plan – Implementation Strategy.  

Maps identifying critical ungulate winter range are available on the IFPA website http://www.for.gov.bc.ca/ftp/!Project/Arrow_IFPA/Outgoing/ArcCover/DistrictThemes/
The Licensee should propose generally smaller block sizes within ungulate winter range.  Effective integration of harvesting within ungulate winter range requires site specific design and a long term harvesting strategy for areas of at least 250 hectares.  Proponents are strongly advised to retain professional biologists or other qualified persons to collect area and site specific information and to design harvest plans that do not compromise ungulate winter range.

Harvest and road building activities in the latter part of winter in UWR may cause physiological stress to the animals when they are at their lowest energy levels.  Accordingly, the FDP should highlight when these activities are planned in UWR in the winter months.

Small pockets of important ungulate winter range occur outside of the mapped area; forest practises are expected to manage for ungulate winter range where it occurs, when identified and agreed to by the District Manager and Designated Environment Official.

Seral Targets for Ungulate Winter Range

Follow the KBLUP-IS direction on ungulate winter-range cover requirements.  To summarise:

· Retain a minimum of 30% of the existing forest cover, with an average age >101 years, in BEC’s within NDT4 for winter range areas in each landscape unit.

· Retain a minimum of 40% of the existing forest cover, with an average age >101 years, in each BEC outside of NDT4 for winter range areas in each landscape unit.
Caribou Habitat

Apply the KBHLP Resource Management Zone objectives and Strategies.

Apply Table 3.1 Caribou Habitat requirements consistent with habitat areas shown on Map 3, dated November 3, 2000. 

 ftp://nelftp.env.gov.bc.ca/pub/outgoing/hlp/maps/


Updated seral tables identifying forest contributions to caribou habitat targets and harvest opportunities can be found at http://www.for.gov.bc.ca/ftp/DAB/external/!publish/District_Guidance_2004/

Grizzly Bear Habitat

Development proposals will be reviewed on the basis of the KBHLP Strategies and the portions of KBLUP-IS that are applicable to licensees/BCTS.  The Granby-Gladstone Grizzly Bear population has been designated as a high priority for a Grizzly Bear Recovery Strategy under the Provincial Grizzly Bear Conservation Strategy.  A process for this strategy may commence at any time and may include areas in the Arrow TSA and TFL 23, in addition to the Boundary TSA.

Although mapping of important avalanche tracks has not been made available by the DEO (as per KBHLP RMZ objective 5), the following guidance should be considered;

The higher ranked habitat type is the herb/forb/grass dominated avalanche track.  In conjunction with the vegetative component, attention should be given to the significance of the number of tracks, dimensional attributes such as runout width and rate of incidence with riparian or adjacent avalanche runouts.  For example, a series of avalanche tracks with wide runouts that interconnect, traverse through riparian habitat and have the appropriate vegetative component would be classified as very high.  Single, wide avalanche tracks with a herb/forb/grass dominated vegetative community, but isolated by extensive tracks of forest habitat, should also receive consideration for a high classification ranking primarily because of the avalanche track’s biodiversity significance.

Additional Guidance for Granby-Gladstone Grizzly Bear Planning Area.

The area in the former Boundary Forest District shown by KBLUP-IS as Priority 2 and Priority 3 Grizzly Bear Habitat and the area covered by the existing Grizzly Bear Compartments will now be known as the “Granby-Gladstone Grizzly Bear Planning Area.”.   In addition to the above, this strategy will be used to review proposals in this area.  Refer to the directory “Granby-Gladstone Grizzly Bear Planning” for the most recent version of the strategy. This can be found at http://www.for.gov.bc.ca/ftp/DAB/external/!publish/District_Guidance_2004/

Proponents must state how they will manage for grizzly bears.  Tabular data should state the Grizzly Bear priority rating and if the block or road is within a Granby-Gladstone Grizzly Bear Compartment, list the compartment number.

Mountain Goat Habitat

Mountain goat habitat mapping is available on the IFPA site.

Using the available mapping noted above, the licensee should identify escape terrain (generally identified as steep, cliff-dominated topography with south-western exposure).  Within approximately 400m of identified escape terrain, the licensee should propose harvesting that maintains roughly 40% of the existing forest cover similar to requirements for the above noted ungulate winter range.
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